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remains that we really do not laugh at the satirical as such; we laugh at the purely comic
qualities with which it is accompanied or in which it is enclosed.” Allardye Nicoll, The
Theory of Drama, P-194.

SZAG 2
L]
) T
5%, MANTETife ¢ AR SN (G AT
b 200t G5 L, (ARG |
aliElfee, TR (T™L) ¢ PR AEPRAT
200¢, F9 AP, (e |

Q) RIS &
(7, TSl i 2 SNlIE ST AGF & [B1T S [ese
I Q1 (3T 7 2056, 2 oM, @61 |

e, @GR GT™I.) ¢ @R RN 961 TP U

W6 2053, STHAIN 64 SII-Fel- A

FLZI, T |
SEILT, % TN (T9M.) ¢ SN A5 T
TEEFT 003, Giffe @R, TR
©IGH, I (T7N.) ¢ S XTI G & TG [T
3038, #fdiwa e, @G|

A
Nicoll, Allardyee : The Theory of Drama
1999, Doaba House 1688, Nai Sarak, Delhi.
o) STaH
i, @ifeEdt (T=0ll.) ¢ o7y MRy e T
22N IR, TG-S 205, VAT K|

000000

A Peer Reviewed Multidisciplinary International Research Journal, Vol. VI, ISSN: 2319-2097 INTUIT

EDUCATION IS THE MAIN FACTOR FOR WOMEN
EMPOWERMENT

Pallobi Kalita
M.A. in Education

Introduction :

Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister of Independent India said, "To awake
the people, it is women, who must be awakened, once she is on the move, the family
moves, the village moves and the nation moves. Women Empowerment means to make
women powerful to take self decision in legal social, political, economical and
psychological fields with self reliance self esteem so that women can get same status
with men folks. It is an active and multinational process which enables women to realize
their full identity and power in all sphere of life.

The concept of women empowerment was introduces at the International
women's conference held at Noirobi in the year of 1985 and announced that "Women
empowerment is the redistribution of social power and control resources in favour of
women, "The feminism that is used to describe a political, cultural or economic movement
aimed at establishing more rights and legal protection for women, which in fact can be
considered as responsible factor for paving way to women empowerment. As a result
the year 2001 was declared as "Women Empowerment Year" to bring greater focus on
the programms of women.

Women play a vital role in all round progress of a country. Women empowerment
is very essential for the development of society. Empowerment means individuals
acquiring the power to think and act freely, exercise choice and fulfil their potential as
full and equal members of society. But practically women empowerment is still an illusion
of reality. We observe in our day to day life how women become victimized by various
social evils and women still suffer in the all aspect of the society. Thus, in the paper
emphasised given on the role of education in women empowerment.

Need & Significance of the Study :

Women become victim of social justice, oppression, deprivation and cruelty,
which hinders the progress and development of women as well as the society
development of society and the nation women empowerment is of utmost important.

(100)
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Education is one of the basic human rights of every human being irrespective of sex,
age, creed, religion etc. The specially enhances women empowerment. There is a need
to generate awarded among the women about their rights, capabilities and leadership
qualities as well as to sensitize men towards the necessity of women's participation in
the society. Women's education plays a very important role to generate awareness among
the women about their rights, capabilities and leadership. Women education plays a
very important role in the overall development of the country. It not only helps in the
development of half of the human resources, but in improving the quality of life at home
and outside. Hence to think harmonious development without educating women is
ridiculousness.

Objective of the present study :
The objectives of the study are -
4 To discuss how education empowering Indian women.
4 To suggest some measures for women empowerment.

Research Methodology :

The researcher have adopted descriptive methodology for this study. Research
has been placed on secondary data sources such as books, journal, newspapers and
online database.

Role of Education in women Empowerment :

Education of women is the most powerful tool of change of position in society.
Education also brings a reduction in education in inequalities their status within the family.
Education is one of the most important means of empowering women with knowledge,
skills and self confidence required to participate fully in the development process. The
role of education is not only learning of 3 R's but also includes raising awareness and
critical analysis of various structures and acquiring knowledge for empowerment at all
levels. Education as a continous, comprehensive and life long process.

Some of'the initiatives that education can provide are as follows :

® Education provide strength to individual and it helps to people grow up in positive
direction. Through which women fight against their violence and they can take
right steps for their development.

® Education gives political and social awareness among people. Through education
women take political and social opportunity such as political leadership, social
leadership in society. They also aware their rights and duties.
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® Every individual has productive capacity and education is the main instrument
which helps to enhance the productive efficiency of the individuals.

® Education also helps to control population growth and to maintain their health
especially in pregnancy time.

® Education is the main instrument by which women can develop their self
employment power. When women will be independent itself, then they can
automatically empowerment in all aspects of society and their life. They also
lead men in society and give their contribution for development of society.

® Education helps reduces dowry system, child marriage, dropout rates from the
society. By which now a days in society change the mentality towards the words
women and they develop their social status in society.

® Women education and sex education is the most important for women. When a
women literate and independent she naturally becomes the mistress of her own
body and author of her own decisions.

® Women Empowerment in the family is the empowerment of men and women
both. The partnership between men and women both. The partnership between
men and women is absolutely essential for creating violence-free families, which
would empower women.

® Malnutrition is the underlying cause of more than a third of global child death.

Education makes aware the women about malnutrition and diseases caused by

it. Educated mothers are more likely to ensure that their children receive the

best nutrients to help them prevent or right off ill health, know more about
appriate health and hygine practices.

Suggestions for Women Empowerment :

Women play a vital role in all round progress of a country. Women's
empowerment is very essential for the development of society. Women empowerment
means giving powers to women. Following steps should be taken for women
empowerment.

% The first and foremost priority should be given to the education of women.
Women's education plays a very important role to generate awareness among
the women about their rights, capabilities and leadership.

% Government should take appropriate steps with the participation of communities
in order to bring the girl children to the mainstream of education and development
atevery level including family and community.

% The third steps should be taken to improve the health status of women, reduce

(111
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maternal mortality especially in the areas which do not good medical facilities,
Women face high risk malnutrition hence focused attention would have to be
given to meet the nutritional needs of women at all stages of their life cycle.

% Schemes need to be introduced for helping women who are victims of marital
violence, who are deserted and those engaged in sex profession.

% Awareness programms need to be organised for creating awareness among
women especially belonging to weaker sections about their rights.

% Better attitude towards community, family planning, fighting against superstitions,
dowry system, domestic violence, cast barriers and other social evils should be
invoked which will help in promoting women's education and empowerment.

% The state should make public opinion in favour of girls and women education
through school improvement conference, seminar, Radio talks, assisting volutry,
welfare and other organisations, private individuals and associations engaged in
the field of girl's education.

% Press and electric media should be used extensively to create awareness and
consciousness regarding girls and women education and empowerment.

Conclusion :

Women play a prominent role in the cultural, economic, political, religious and
social life of the nation. Education is one of the most important means which can be used
as the catalyst in bringing around change in the status of women and makes them empower.
Empowerment means individual acquiring the power to think and act freely, exercise
choice and fulfil their potential as full and equal members of society. But practically
women empowerment is still an illusion of reality. Government initiatives alone would
not be sufficient at achieve this goal. With the help of proper education, each and every
woman would be capable of discharging her responsibilities towards community and
national development through active participation. To conclude, their is an urgent need
for a sustained, comprehensive effort at all levels to attack their problem of gender bias
from all sides in a focused manner. 33
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"SELF HELP GROUP"- A CONCEPT REGARDING
WOMEN EMPOWERMENT IN CHANGING THE
ECONOMIC STRUCTURE OF THE WOMEN OF

JORHAT DISTRICT

Parash Kumar Rajak
P.G. 3rd Semester Student, Dept. of Grography
Jagannath Barooah College, Jorhat, Assam

ABSTRACT

Self Help Groups is a concept that has been launched by NABARD (National
Bank for Agricultural and Rural Development) to empower the womens living in the
rural areas. As we all know that in India in majority of the households the male earner is
the supreme earner of the family and supports the family financially. Now a days,
various government schemes have been launched by the government for the benefit of
the people in minimizing gender inequality and as a result of this the socio-economic
conditions of the dwellers have also been changing. Women not only brought up their
children and serve their family members but also are engaged in various economic activities
like working in agricultural fields, weaving garments and sometimes they infact serves as
an employee of either government or private sector organizations .Despite of this they
won't get the status of a breadwinner. If both the husband and wife engaged in economic
activities and both of them earns for their family but the priority always been given to the
male earner or the husband as the breadwinner. The main objective of this paper is to
highlight the changing economic strength of women after the advent of self help groups.
For this a schedule is prepared for data collection and after tabulating the data it has
been analyzed. By analyzing the data the changing economic strength of women is found.
The focus of this paper is to highlight the changing breadwinner concept among women
of different Selfhelp groups of Jorhat district after engaging themselves in various activities
of Self help groups that ultimately help themselves in empowering in all socio-economic
aspects.
Key Words : Breadwinner, Advent, Self Help Groups, Economic activities, Empowering,
Socio economic aspects.
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INTRODUCTION

A "'Self Help Groups'" (SHG) is a homogenous group of poor village peoples
comprising of 5-20 members within a group which performs various economic activities
to improve the standard living of the peoples living in rural areas by helping them to
increase the earning hands [ 1] . The main principles of these self help groups are group
approach, mutual trust, demand base lending, collateral free loans, skill, training capacity
building and empowerment. The origin of the SHGs was in the "Grameen Bank" of
Bangladesh which was founded by Prof. Mehmud Yunus, professor of Economics in
Chittagong University of Bangladesh, was an initiator of an action research project
'Grameen Bank'. After more than 68 years of planning, various poverty alleviation
programmes official estimates shows that around 26.1 percent of the total population of
India still lives below poverty line and because of this the government of India in
collaboration with NABARD (National Bank for Agricultural and Rural
Development) initiated the Self Help Groups in 1985-86 but the real effort was taken
after 1991-92 with the linkages of the self help groups with the banks [2]. In SHGs, the
members leave a small amount of rupees 10-25 weekly as contribution and the money
been lent by some needy members at a reasonable rate of interest. This interest has
been used by the SHGs to perform economic tasks for more profit and the lend amount
been deposited to the SHGs bank accounts and the profit been shared among the
members. The government sanctions an amount every year for the self help groups
which the members used to perform their economic tasks. Sometimes certain productive
items have also been provided by the government to the SHG for further production.

Breadwinner is the sole income earner of a family or a household who is the
prime earner of the family for all the household expenses and also provide financial
support to the family. Generally, males are the being considered as the prime earners of
the families. Selfhelp groups helps the females by empowering them in economic, social,
political, cultural sectors by providing financial assistance, knowledge and offers
opportunities to the females through which the females start engaging themselves in
various economic activities and earns money not only for themselves but also for their
family. They start supporting their families financially like the males which is highly been
observed today. In this way the self help groups changing the breadwinner's concept
from men towards the women in the society.

OBJECTIVES
® The main objective of this paper is to study the change in socio-economic
(111)
1)
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conditions of the females before and after the emergence of self help groups
and involving themselves in those groups.

DATABASE AND METHODOLOGY
% Inthis paper both the primary and secondary data has been used. The primary
data has been collected from the field itself using purposive sampling techniques
and the secondary data and information has been collected from different books,
journals, published research papers and also from the "Statistical Handbook of
Assam" published by the 'Directorate of Economics and Statistics'.

% The collected data has been processed by tabulating and preparing diagrams
and after that it has been analysed based on the tabulated data and field
observations. Diagrams have been prepared to simplify the data and to make
the data easily understandable.

ANALYSIS

By using sampling technique both the income and contributions of the females
towards the family been analysed which has been shown by two different line graphs
separated.

1. INCOME

Generally, Income is the money that an individual or a group of individual receives
in exchange for providing a good or service or through investing capital. Income and
expenditure always change. It is not necessary that every time the prime earner of a
family must be the man, sometimes it may be a female also. The concept of "Self Help
Groups" introduced by the government of India was a very fantastic idea of the government
of India to empower women socially, politically and economically also.

The impact of Self Help Group is also been seen in Jorhat district also. In Jorhat
district by analyzing the samples collected from field using purposive sampling method,
it has been seen that about 11% of the total females are not engaged in any kind of
economic activities before and after joining Self Help Groups. Those females were only
using the government allocated funds to support their husbands and also for luxury.
There is no change in incomes of about 11 % of the females before and after joining self
help groups. These females have just joined the self help groups as their family members
or their friends are joining. They even didn't know that what they should do or perform.
The data shows that in case of income

The following graphs shows the income level of the females before and after
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joining selfhelp Groups:

MONTHLY INCOME OF THE FEMALES
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Source: Through field survey, October 2018

The graph shows that out of the total earning females, nearly about 35% of the
females before involving in self help groups earns an amount of 4000 and below monthly
which is increased by 2% after involvement in SHG. About 27% of the females earns an
amount between 4000-8000 rupees before involvement and after involvement in SHG
it was increased by 1%. These females start as cultivators of rice, vegetables, pulses,
poultry farmers, weavers, etc. It must be mentioned that from December to February
many females in the flood plain regions of Brahmaputra earns from temporary stalls in
the picnic spots and for that they takes loans from the SHG. Before joining SHG 22% of
the females earns an amount 0f 4000 to 8000 monthly which is decreased by 6% after
joining SHG. This decrease is due to increase in incomes and shifted to more income
categories and many of them were government employee which were get retired and
their income also decreases. It has been mentioned that many government employees
are also been found here. Primarily these females establish shops, huge weaving of
traditional clothes for commercial purposes, etc. Again there is a decrease in income of
the females before involvement which is 8% females and is increases by 3% in the
income category of 12000 to 16000. These percentages are decreasing because there
are only few females who were earning above 12000. There is only a few females
which earns an amount 16000 and above which is 8% all. These females are investing
on their previously established businesses and were starting new businesses of greater
demands.
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In this way the income of the females changes before and after involvement in
selfhelp groups.

2. CONTRIBUTION

It was very difficult for low and middle class families to fulfill all the necessities
of the family by a single earning hand. After introducing the Self Help Groups the females
also started engaging themselves in various economic activities and earn not for her but
for the family too. As their income rises they also starting in contributing to the family.
Earning for the family and for itselfis not a matter of shame. Both the male and female of
a family must earn for the family so that there will be an increase in the standard of living
of the family. By analyzing the data it has been observed that about 40 % of the females
have loans from micro financing organizations like the Self Help Groups and IDBI bank,
Bandhan bank, etc. They are investing the entire money in establishing their own business
and about 50-55 % of those females itself being paying their loan installments by the
money they earn from their businesses. Unlike income, expenditure also changes
depending on the income structure. Commonly, in every household if the husband is
alive, the entire household expenditure been paid by the male worker itself. To decrease
the pressure the females also contributes to the total expenditure of the family and at the
same time the personal expenditures of the females are also been paid by themselves.
Nearly about 37% of the females pay their personal expenditure itself. It has been highly
seen that females pay some of their money to their children if they are students, they pay
their school and tution fees. In majority of the urban families it has been highly observed
that the total expenditure of the family been divided in parts. A part of it been contributed
by the females also. Say a particular food item been bought by the female worker.
Though male worker is the prime earner of the families but females are also starting in
earning not a big amount but they are trying to contribute for the family. It depends on
the amount they earn. If the women earning an amount of rupees 4000 a month then she
contribute an amount of rupees 2000 for the family.

The following graph shows the contribution made by the female earners before
and after involving into self help groups:
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MONTHLY CONTRIBUTION OF THE FEMALES TO
THEIR FAMILIES

No. of Females {In %)

Below 3000 3000-6000 6000-9000 Above 9000

Monthly Contribution (In Rupees)

—— Naonthly Contribution (Before joining SHGs)

—— [lanthly Contribution (After joining SHGS)

Source: Through field survey, October 2018

By analyzing the data collected from field it has been seen that there is a change
in contribution made by the females after joining SHG. The contribution of rupees 2000
and below was previously made by 50% females which is increased by 1% after joining
SHG. About 25% of the females before engaging themselves in economic activities
earns an amount between 2000-4000 monthly but after involving themselves in
commercial activities there percentage increased by 2%. There are several females
exist who were not engaging in any kind of production activities and after the joining
SHG they start contributing not a huge amount but the main fact is that they started
contributing to the family like the male worker. They started competing with the male
worker. These percentages were huge because majority of the females engaging
themselves in SHG not earn a huge amount excluding some exceptional females. They
started as weavers, farming rice, vegetables, poultry farmers, tailors, etc. and spending
their money for their children say for tution fees, buying learning materials, paying a
small amount for food, buying small household gadgets, etc. There is a decrease in
contribution by 8% of the income limit 4000-6000 monthly because majority of the
females contributed more than 6000 and shifted to the next category of above 6000
monthly and some of them were government employee which were get retired and their
income also decreases. As there income decreases so their economic contribution also
decreases. It has been mentioned that many government employees are also been found
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here. These are experienced females and they improve their previously established
businesses and their income limit also rises. Several new businesses has been started by
them those have great demands in the market. Say investments in hotels, shops, beauty
parlour businesses, commercial tea plantation, etc. It must be admitted that after the
death of some of the females husband, the female earners takes the entire burden of the
family and contributed huge amounts in foods, education, rents, bills, etc for the family
and some of them contributes the entire amount they earns.

WOMEN EMPOWERMENT & CHANGE IN THE CONCEPTUAL VIEW
OF BREADWINNER

Women empowerment implies the ability in women to take decisions with regard
to their life and work and giving equal rights to them in all spheres like personal, social,
economic, political, etc and so on [3]. During early times women didn't get permission
to infact go out from their home alone. The old customs and traditions which were the
mental concepts of the society somewhere traps the women in their homes. Women
empowerment was totally absent during those times because there is a lack of the basic
things that helps women to get empowered and which were Knowledge, Finance, Power
and Opportunity. These are the main aspects that are important for empowering women.
The self help groups fulfills all of these aspects by supporting them financially and by
helping them through providing knowledge about a particular economic task. Many of
the Self Help Group in the surveyed area conducted several training programmes for
females which help them in acquiring knowledge. Without proper knowledge nobody
can perform their economic task properly. Say without having knowledge about weaving
it is not possible for a woman to weave clothes. Similarly without proper marketing
knowledge a women can't sell her products in the market and if she tries that she will not
get proper value of her produces. Self Help Groups offers opportunities to the females
and it is their duty to grab those opportunities. If she grabs those opportunities she will
be benefited otherwise not. During early days females were not permitted to give their
opinions in social issues. Infact their husband along with the family members treated
them as their slaves and the females were also feared of them. Freedom to speak was
violated infact they were not permitted to speak in their family issues. By empowering
women through Self Help Groups changed the entire scenario. Now, women also
participating in various social issues and infact they were politically very active too.
According to the data collected from the field it has been observed that approximately
85-90% husbands support their wives in their businesses and they too help them not
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only financially but also physically. Finance is the main aspect regarding women
empowerment. Many women can't be able to participate in economic activities because
of lack of money which was again fulfilled by the self Help groups. The government
allocates funds to every Self Help groups which is rupees 5,000 and above as subsidy
which is observed in the field. The amount sometimes varies from one group to another
depending upon the performance of the SHGs. In the surveyed area, despite of the
subsidy amount, government allocated more than 1 lakh rupees at a very nominal rate of
interest to some SGHs which is observed while collecting data. This fund has been used
by the women to performs group economic activities and shares the profits they earn
from that business and at the same time the principle amount again been saved in the
Self Help group's bank account which has been used by them later. In some other Self
help groups the government allocated money has been shared among the members
which they uses to perform individual economic tasks. Sometimes government offers
commercial productive items instead of money like tractors, threads, poultry items,
seeds, etc. It depends upon the locality where the Self Help Group exists. Say, offering
fishes in the areas where fisheries are not available are useless. The Self Help Groups
secures the women's future through promoting saving. For example, say if a women
saves 30 rupees per day for 10 years in a bank then after 10 years she will receives
nearly about 1,30,000 rupees which she will again invest in some other businesses or
she will be able to help her family.

From the early times it has been seen that the breadwinner of family has always
been considered as the male worker of the family. But if we look into the urban areas
both the males and females engaged in earning for the family thus changing the concept
of breadwinner. After the advent of Self Help Groups there is change in the breadwinner
concept in the rural areas like that of the urban areas. Like the male earners, the females
also start engaging themselves in various economic activities and starts earning money
for the family. The money that they earn not only been spend only for their personal use.
Rather they contribute a part of it to the family and supports the family and so that they
are also getting the status of the breadwinner to some extent. Though the breadwinner's
concept in changing but still somewhere in the society, there prevails a dominance of the
male earners.

FINDINGS
The main findings of this paper have been mentioned below:
1. Thereis an economic upliftment of the females in the rural areas as they start
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engaging themselves in various economic activities which is possible because of
the introduction of self help groups. Before the emergence of SHGs the
percentage was quite smaller. Majority of the females were just only housewives
and they were just only acting as a caretaker of their homes. But after the
involvement of self help groups they were also start acting as an economic
women and starts earning.

2. Asthey start earning money they also contributing money to the family and the
male members also encouraging them by helping them not only financially but
also physically too. In the early days it has been seen that the females were
completely dependent on their husbands. Their husbands earn and they were
just only performing household tasks. But nowadays in the studied area it has
been observed that the females not only earning to fulfill their needs but also
contributing a small amount to their families.

3. Behind women empowerment there is a big share of the self help groups as they
not only support the females economically but also socially and politically. Now
the females also participate in the society. Now, they also take part in each and
every social activities and creates awareness among the womens about economic,
social, political issues.

4. Females involving in self help groups also generating employment to other women
in the society and they are motivating the other females of the society by organizing
several awareness programmes not only for occupational purposes but also
creating awareness in social issues.

5. Some of the females in the society invest the SHGs and other micro finance
organizations fund in wrong paths like offering loans at rate of interest without
license. This has been diverting the actual aim of the SHGs.

6. Females start earning like that of the male workers and there is a shift in the
conceptual view of "Breadwinner".

CONCLUSION

A selfhelp group may be registered or unregistered. It typically comprises a
group of micro-entrepreneurs having homogenous social and economic backgrounds.
The advent of self help groups gives a new direction to the women. It provides a special
platform to the women through which they can show their hidden talents in the society
by engaging themselves not only economically but also socially and politically too. Apart
from managing the family they also economically very active and contributing money to
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the family. Many other females in the society get inspiration from those females and they
were also transforming themselves from housewives towards economic women. So
here we can say that the females involve in self help groups creating unofficial awareness
which diverts the females and helping them in transforming. Despite of this, the SHGs
are also organizing several official programmes regarding social issues like "Swach Bharat
Abhiyan" which promotes health and hygiene, "Beti Bachao Beti Padhao" to promote
female education, etc. We all know that in Assam there is a very limited employment
facility which has been minimize to some extent by some of the females by creating
several employment opportunities for several other females.

Despite of'its advantages there prevails some disadvantages too. Many females
used the selfhelp groups as their money earning machines by investing the money they
receives in wrong paths. By analyzing the samples it has been observed that 13% ofthe
females give loans to other peoples at rate of interest by the money they receives from
self help groups. We all know that money lending without proper license is an illegal
business and is considered as tax cheating and been punished under Money Lenders
Act by the honorable court. Many government employees have been benefited through
this scheme. This occurs because of improper verification by the officials. Another demerit
of this scheme is that about 11% females not engaged in any kind of commercial activities
before and after joining into the self help groups.

This scheme is a good initiative by the government but every self help group
must take awareness programmes to promote women empowerment. Unlike rural areas,
in urban areas also government must offers productive items so that the females used
those items in their businesses. 338
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Abstract

Feminism is one of the most important and continuous movement of the
contemporary social system. Numbers of feminists, social activists and political leaders
have been struggling for the protection and improvement of women status. Among the
feminists, Mary Wollstonecraft is the most celebrated and respected feminist activities.
She is regarded as the mother of feminism. She has made bold attempt to protect the
rights of women. She is an early feminist of Europe, who bravely tried to defend the
rights of women and attacked the discriminative societal rules that making women inferior,
powerless and weak in comparison to men. "4 Vindication of the Rights of Women"
anotable book by Wollstonecraft, is considered as the first feminist document, where
she express her views on status of women, their rights, education, marriage and problems
etc. Though she is regarded as liberal feminist, but her ideas are considered as radical
because the rights and privileges she demanded for women were not easily acceptable
for society that she lived in. The views of Wollstonecraft had deeply influence the writings
of Olympe de Gauges, John Stuart Mill, Harriet Taylor and so on. Her contribution to
the feminism and development of status of women is still relevant in present society.

Key Words : Mary Wollstonecraft, Feminism, Liberal Feminist, Gender Equality,
Women's Education, Women's Right

1.1 INTRODUCTION

The contemporary feminists movement has touch almost all section of people in
the world. Since time immemorial, women has been treated as inferior, weak and
oppressed by the societal norms and customs. Women were denied to have education,
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employment, political rights and social status. There were some prominent personalities
that came forwarded to protect the women from oppression, exploitation, and to establish
gender equality. Feminists, governmental and non-governmental organizations, social
activists, political leaders, students etc have been working actively in different fields to
protect the rights and status of the women. Mary Wollstonecraft was an early feminist
who advocated for the rights of women. Wollstonecraft (27 April, 1759 - 10 September,
1797) was an English writer and philosopher who was a great advocate of women's
rights. During her short life, she wrote novels, treatises, a travel narrative, a history of
the French Revolution, a conduct book, and a children's book. Wollstonecraft is best
known for her book A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (1792). In that book, her
views on women's status, rights, education, marriage and problems etc were discussed.
She argues that women are not naturally inferior to men, but appear to be only because
of lack education. She suggests that both men and women should be treated as rational
beings and imagines a social order founded on reason. Wollstonecraft is regarded as
one of the founding feminist philosophers and her writings has significantly influence the
writings of her contemporary and later thinkers such as Olympe de Gauges, John Stuart
Mill, Harriet Taylor and so on.

1.2 OBJECTIVES
The main objectives of this study are as follows:
1. Tounderstand the views of Mary Wollstonecraft on feminism.
2. To study Wollstonecraft's view on the institution of marriage.
3. Tounderstand views of Wollstonecraft on education of women and children.
4. To study Wollstonecraft's view on Societal harm towards women.

1.3 METHODOLOGY

To study the objectives the descriptive and historical analytical methods have
been followed. The study is based on primary and secondary data. The original book of
Mary Wollstonecraft i.e. "4 Vindication of the Rights of Women" has been taken as
the primary source. As a secondary data, various books, articles and journals have
been consulted.

1.4 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
The term feminism basically refers to women, their problems and the efforts for
the up-liftmen of women by providing equal rights and opportunities like male counterpart.
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The feminists have been working for the protection of rights of women and trying to
create an equal society where women are not treated as inferior rather equals with men
not only in private but also in public space. They believe that right to education, freedom
of life and the capacity to have independent decision making power could play significant
role to strengthen the women. Earlier it was difficult to convince the society about the
problems, oppression and exploitation of women. It needs lots of courage to fight against
the prevailing injustice in society. Among the fighters for the rights of women, Mary
Wollstonecraft is regarded as one of the bold feminists who have the courage to fight
against the society. She understood the problems of women and wanted to solve it by
providing equal education, employment opportunities, protection in marriage, security
of life and freedom to think. She not only discussed about the problems of women but
also suggested the ways to make women strong, powerful and educated them like man.
She has given emphasis on the development of rationality of women, which could help
them to take wise and intelligent decisions. She wanted to make women perfect and
independent in all fields. Various feminist thinkers were encouraged and influenced by
her writings on the movement of liberation of women, feminist movements and on
parliamentary legislation. Due to her strong and bold attempt to save the women, she is
regarded as the founding philosopher of feminism. Despite of being a liberal thinker,
during her contemporary time, she was criticized by many for demanding rights and
privileges for women and her views were considered as radical. But her boldness makes
her extra ordinary and become a source of influence for many. Her views and ideas are
still relevant towards the realization of all rights to women, which is yet to be achieved.
She has a significant contribution towards the development of women and the society.
So the study of Mary Wollstonecraft's view on feminism and her ideas and suggestions
to make women strong and powerful is beneficial for society. The writings this European
feminist has able to change the life of many women that also benefited the society.

1.5 MARY WOLLSTONECRAFT'S FEMINIST VIEW

Mary Wollstonecraft is a strong supporter of gender equality. She criticized the
contemporary society for not giving equal status to women. She argued that either the
nature has made a great difference between man and women, or that the world is yet far
from being fully civilized as it failed to give due status to women.

As far as women are concerned, she sorrowfully expressed her view by using
the term "my fellow creatures" to the women as the main source of the misery as
women are oppressed in every walk of life.
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She agreed that physically the female so far as strength is concerned, inferior to
the male. This is the law of nature and she never wants to suspend or repealed this
system in favor of woman. She knew that physical superiority cannot be denied. But by
becoming physically superior men are not happy and are still trying to dominate, influence
and control their sense and feelings of women. Men try to find amusement in women.
Wollstonecraft again argue that though women are being physically inferior to men, but
their virtues must be comparable with men, which mean they must be- the same in
quality if not in degree. So their conduct should be based on the same principles as that
of men, and should have the same aim. She said that God has made all things right; but
man has devised many inventions to spoil God's work.

In support of rationality of women, Wollstonecraft expressed her view that women
as human creatures who are common with men and placed on this earth to develop their
abilities. She believes that the perfection of human and capacity for happiness must be
measured by the degree of reason, virtue and knowledge. One cannot deny that
knowledge and virtue naturally 7ows from the exercise of reason. Women are really
capable of acting like rational creatures, so they should not to be treated like slaves, or
like lower animals that depend on the reason of man when they associate with him.
Instead, it is the duty of the society to develop their minds to help them to attain conscious
dignity by developing the feeling that they depends only upon God and to treat them
equal with man instead of treating them as a means of pleasure.

She earnestly wished to point out what true dignity and human happiness consist
in. She wants to persuade the women to aim at strength of mind and body and try to
convince them that the soft phrases like 'susceptibility of heart', 'delicacy of sentiment'
and 're?nement of taste' etc. words that express weakness should not be used to described
women. The visible inferiority of women in bodily strength make them to some extent
dependent on men in the various relations of life, but it does not mean that women are
inferior in every field. So she wants to protect and develop the personality of women.
She believed that the most praiseworthy ambition is to obtain a character as a human
being, whether male or female.

Children should be innocent. But when the term 'innocent' is applied to men or
women, it merely indicates a polite word for 'weak'. Wollstonecraft argued that if it is
believed that women were destined by God to acquire human virtues and they can use
their understandings to achieve the stability of character, women no longer need the
guidance of a mere satellite or men. For Wollstonecraft, the most perfect education is
the use of the understanding in the way that is most likely to strengthen the body and
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form the heart.

As far asrole of women is concerned, women play different roles in the same
life, where she plays the role of daughter, wives and mother. In their entire life they are
asked to do sacrifice their feelings, emotions and sentiments as their duty towards her
family. Despite doing these, the moral character of women are judged by how they ful?11
those duties. In that process of life, she deviated from the important end of her life and
failed to develop her own faculties and acquire the dignity of conscious virtue.

Wollstonecraft again mentioned how knowledge of women is guided by narrower
views. Women have strong mind but the knowledge they acquire is little in comparison
to men. In this regard, she attacked Rousseau's work entitled 'Emile', where his character
Sophie is a captivating one. She attacked the foundation of Sophie's character and the
principles on which her education was built. Rousseau and most of his male followers
have strongly maintained that the whole tendency of female education ought to be directed
towards one goal-to make women pleasing. Wollstonecraft argue that the woman who
has only been taught to please her husband after few times of marriage can't have much
effect on her husband's heart when she lose her charms and beauty. What will be the
purpose of her life? On the contrary she argues that woman strengthens her body and
exercises her mind and practice various virtues can perfectly manage her family. Even
she becomes the friend and not the humble dependent of her husband. If wife deserves
the respect of husband by having such solid qualities, she need not to ?ne that she needs
to conceal her affection or pretend to her husband for her husbands' attention.

Again Wollstonecraft wanted to remove the difference between boys and girls.
For her, girls and boys should play together because god or nature never creates any
difference between them. She stands for equality for all human being and holds the view
that truth must be the same for man and for woman.

In comparison to the employment of men, Wollstonecraft observed that women
are less focused on their work. She wanted extend the views of women and for that
emancipation from slavery of women is needed which give them same type of pride and
sensuality like men.

Wollstonecraft believed that to restore the long lost dignity of women, it is
important to bring about a revolution in female manners. As a part of human species, this
is the responsibility of women to work for themselves. Along with this, mindset of people
should be changed. But she knew that it is not easy to convince women that they are not
inferior and capable of doing more important task or duties and it will take time to
remove the deep rooted thinking of people about women that have planted since long
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time. To become worthy of respect, women must use their understandings.

She observes that during her time, women those who belong to middle class
family were not allowed to go outside for work. Despite willingness to work they were
forced to stay in the house. She compared the situation of those women with birds who
are captured in cages. Those women were provided food and cloth but in exchange
they were forced to give up their liberty and virtue.

She noticed that women were not invited in the companies as employee because
society believes that women were unable to exert manual strength. Also negative virtues
such as patience, docility, good humor and flexibility etc were wrongly relate with women
as negative virtue but their intellectual role was always denied by society. Society believes
that women were more under the influence of sentiments than passion which is also a
degrading source of women inferiority.

Again Wollstonecraft noticed that during her time, when men in their youth are
prepared for professions but marriage is not considered as important as marriage. There
is a future goal for men and to achieve it he works hard. On the contrary women have
not prepare for profession rather they are prepared for marriage and family where there
is no liberty for women and the entire life of the woman is controlled by her husband.
For Wollstonecraft she became a prostitute for her entire life to her husband. In this way
she found that goal of both are not same but totally different, even biased. In a civilized
society, civilized women are made so weak by the social norms that lower the
characteristics of civilized state to a less civilized state.

Writers, musician, poets etc in their novels, music and poetry tend to portrait
women as the creatures of sensation and on the basis of that women characters are
formed. They portray a weak character of women by giving a superior status to men
and forget to protect the interest of women. Thus Wollstonecraft asked the society that
is it morally correct where half of the population means men are encouraged to become
perfect on the other hand the rest of population means women are advised to remain
underdeveloped in the name of protection of their innocence. While reason and power
are associated with men and other hand lower status, powerlessness etc are associated
with women. Women are regarded as inferior and unable to attain power by their
intelligence and capability, the only way to obtain power, women have to use her charms.
But Wollstonecraft express her view that she does not want to have power over men,
but she want to have power over them.

While arguing in favor of women Wollstonecraft has the opinion that to run a
family and educate the children, women need strength of both body and mind. All people
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agree that children should be left under the management of women during their childhood.
To manage the children and their temperament, women requires sober steady eye of
reason. She strongly believed that reason is absolutely necessary to accomplish the task
of women. Sensibility is no longer required but reason becomes the urgent need for
women.

A woman who lost her honor feels that she can do nothing to regain her honor
and at last she is forced to indulge in prostitution as the last means of survival. The
society believes that when a woman lost her chastity everything is lost. As such society
judge women's character on the basis of chastity. A woman has opted to this due to her
lack of'intelligence and high spirit. Wollstonecraft blames the societal norms and beliefs
as the reason of women's degrading mentality which makes her inferior.

She also blames women's thinking for their tendency to be 'romantic and
inconstant', because it takes them away from 'nature and reason'. She expressed her
view that men depend on women and women depend on men because of their desires
and needs. She strongly argued that women can survive without men better than men
but man can't without women. In this way she supported for independent nature of
women. Because of interest and convenience of men, from the early age, women are
taught to be please, love and care of men and make them realized that these are their
duties. But these never give happiness and satisfaction to women. Again from their
infancy, girls are taught to look pretty and also control their behavior. But boys are not
to behave to please the others. Biasness is reflected in the education of boys and girls
which make women inferior creatures in comparison to men. She criticized Rousseau
for making women physically attractive and obedient. Rather she advocated to make
women thoughtful and self controlled and self- sufficient.

Wollstonecraft expressed her opinion on modesty. She said modesty as soberness
of mind which teaches a man not to think highly of himself. She distinguished modesty
from humanity. Purity of mind is necessary to form a civilized state where every men and
women are treated as equal. As far as women are concerned, many times the notion of
modesty is misused which make women slave of sensibility. For Wollstonecraft, Chastity,
modesty, public spirit, and all the noble train of virtues on which social virtue and happiness
are built, should be understood and cultivated not only by women but by both man and
women o develop the society.

Wollstonecraft mentioned that one cannot expect virtue from women until they
are to some extent independent of men. She said that a society is not properly organized
if it doesn't compel men and women to perform their respective duties. She wanted to
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establish an organized society with responsible members.

Wollstonecraft believed that to protect the women and their children, the women
needs parliamentary such representatives who could promulgate women centric
legislation that could help them to live their lives without having any fear of being exploited,
harassed and scarcity of food.

1.6 MARY WOLLSTONECRAFT'S VIEW ON MARRIAGE

So far as marriage is concerned, Wollstonecraft noticed that obedience of woman
to her husband makes her weak, inferior because her mind is controlled by male authority
and never use its own conscience and power. As such she said that marriage is a source
of moral degradation.

Again in comparison to marriage, Wollstonecraft found that friendship is more
important. Friendship is a serious affection, because it is based on principle and cemented
by time. But love is totally different from friendship. She believes that love and friendship
cannot exist together in same heart. Just for one person one cannot have love and
friendship at the same time.

According to Wollstonecraft polygamy is another form of physical degradation.
It is a custom that blasts every domestic virtue. A faithful wife always demands respect
from her husband and she should not be treated as prostitute. She opined that nature
never support a man to have more than one wife to bring up their children. She said
where polygamy is established more females are born than males. The system of
polygamy makes women inferior to men. Thus she supports monogamy and has her
faith on the system of marriage as the foundation of almost every social virtue. Again she
added that it should be the duty of husband to support his wife and children even after
divorce.

1.7 MARY WOLLSTONECRAFT'S VIEW ON IMPORTANCE OF
EDUCATION OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN

Wollstonecraft expressed her view in support of women education. She agreed
that proper education means a well-stocked mind, would enable a woman to live
unmarried with dignity. In this way she wants to provide the right to marriage or to
choose to remain unmarried to women. When women get a careful education, they
become a good citizen which not only helps them but also the entire society.

Regarding women education, Wollstonecraft has the view that, those mothers
or fathers who are serious about the education of females child should have give priority
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to their girls' mental strength rather than on her beauty. It is the duty of her parents to
protect their girls from the wrong notions that gives priority on the beauty of girl than
mental strength.

To be a good mother and to take best care of children in their infancy, she needs
the capability of understanding different facts. She must have the capability of using
reason as the guiding factor in the time of bring up her children. To be a good mother a
woman should have common sense and independence of mind. It is observed that many
atime due to lack of reason, mothers behave foolishly which have a bed wrong impact
in the formation of mind and temperament of children. Again she said that when the
parent takes help of others means, like the help from servants, there is a possibility of
lack of respect and dutifulness of children towards them, because the affection of the
parent to their children plays an important role in the formation of feelings and attitudes
of minds of the children. It is observed that many a times, parents demand blind obedience
from their children but actually they do not deserve it as they fail to give their due service
to their children in their infancy. In comparison to son, daughters are too much under the
pressure of their parents. The parent who carefully tries to form the heart and enlarge
the understanding of his child has perfectly accomplished their duty on the basis of
reason. Only such a parent acquires all the rights of the most sacred friendship, and their
advice is very important even in their adult children's life.

Every good parent should always give emphasized on formal education of their
children. Wollstonecraft observed that good effects of private education are very limited.
Only a system of education which has national concern becomes helpful for the
development of children. Wollstonecraft believed that home schooling is not a good
system for the development of children because the child acquires unnecessarily high
opinion of their own importance, and they are treated like men when they are still boys
for which they behave tyrannically with the servants.

Regarding the education of children, Wollstonecraft advocated for co education
for both boys and girls where education should be imparted to them together not only in
private families but also in public schools. She supported for same curriculum for both
boys and girls which could help to learn graceful decencies that produce modesty among
the students. She demanded government sponsored day schools in which both boys
and girls could have same education. The school for the younger children, from the age
of five to nine years should be absolutely free and open to all. She also recommended
for a select committee to whom complaints of negligence by teachers could be made if
itis signed by at least six parents of the children. As such she tried to make the system
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of education transparent and pure.

To remove any disparity between rich and poor children in the name education,
she recommended same dress code and discipline for all students. Regarding school
rooms, she said that it should be surrounded by a large piece of ground in which the
children can have exercise, because at this age they should not be confined to any
sedentary task for more than an hour at a time. But these relaxations could all be made
a part of elementary education. For her, botany, mechanics, and astronomy could all be
taught in practical ways, out-of-doors. Again reading, writing, arithmetic, natural history
and some simple experiments in natural philosophy could be ?lled up the rest of the day,
but these pursuits should never encroach on gymnastic play in the open air. The elements
of religion, history and politics could be taught by conversations in the Socratic form.

After the age of nine, girls and boys who are intended for domestic employment
or mechanical trades should be transferred to other schools and to some degree adapted
to the destination of each individual pupil. The two sexes should still be together in the
morning, but in the afternoon the girls should attend a school where simple sewing,
dressmaking, millinery, etc. would be their employment. Young people of superior abilities,
or fortune, might now be taught in another school, the dead and living languages, the
elements of science, and more on history and politics, on a more extensive scale that
wouldn't exclude literature. Humanity to animals should be particularly taught as a part
of national education.

1.8 WOLLSTONECRAFT'S VIEW ON SOCIETAL HARM TOWARDS
WOMEN

Wollstonecraft discussed how the society makes women themselves as a reason
for harm towards women. Firstly, due to their weak character, women are taught to
become sentimental and taught to look for happiness only in love. In search of love,
women neglected their duties of life and become inactive, underdeveloped and powerless.

Secondly, she observed that females are denied of all political privileges and
even married women are denied to civil existence. They are misguided by the society
that female life is only to please men. By not giving civil and political benefits to women,
society tries to make sentiments as their important. In this way society tries to make
women inferior and underprivileged than their male counterpart.

So far as the prevailing women centric notions of dress are concerned,
Wollstonecraft put her argument about fondness for dress by women. She agreed with
Rousseau that the physical part of the art of pleasing consists in ornaments and just for
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that reason she wanted to protect the girls against the contagious fondness for dress.
She believed that this notion is only used to weaken the women. Again she noticed that
women are taught to be sensible and obedient toward men but many a times because of
that sensibility they are hurt by men. She criticized the contemporary society for despite
having the ability and superior sense women were denied to employment which becomes
the reason of their underdeveloped situation.

1.9 CONCLUSION

On the basis of above discussion, it can be summarized that Mary Wollstonecraft
had fight for the rights and privileges of women. She was an ardent supporter of gender
equality. She gives importance on equal partnership and responsibility in marriage.
Rationality plays a very important role in women's life as it gives her strength and makes
her capable of thinking. She forwarded suggestion regarding how women could become
good mother by improving her intellect and morals capabilities. She advocated that
proper education is necessary for both men and women, which not only make the
relationship between man and woman sweeter but also makes the society and the world
more civilized. Women become powerful and strong when they are allowed to be free
in physical, moral, civil and political sense. By providing equal education, rights and
employment opportunities, society can help women to become emancipated. Again a
strong government is required which could act as the representatives of women and
formulate women centric rules to protect them from oppression and exploitation. Due
to her bold attempt to go against the prevailing societal norms and customs of Europe
her contemporary time, gives her the status of founding thinker feminism.
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A TALE OF TRAUMA SURVIVAL : A NARRATIVE OF
WING IN ASSAM

Akanksha Phukan
City Youth Representative of World Youth Council.

Abstract

The districts of Upper Assam and that of BTC (Bodoland territorial Council)
have been zones of major military conflicts since a long period of time. The insurgent
groups like NDFB (National Democratic Front of Bodoland),! ULFA (United Liberation
Front of Assam)? have been active in the areas. This has led to retaliation by the forces
stationed there namely, the CRPF (Central Reserve Police Force).® The response to
militancy in these regions is the brutal interrogation by the CRPF targeting innocent
people in their pursuit of tracking down these militant groups. The interrogation process
is arduous involving physical and mental abuse.In a fact finding by WinG (Women in
Governance) Assam, the conflicted zones have shown symptoms of Post-Traumatic
Stress Disorder among the survivors.

Keywords: Win-G, PTSD. BTC, CRPF

Introduction:

It is very well said by Asa Don Brown in his ‘The effects of childhood trauma,
adult perception and worldview that ‘Trauma doesn’t have to occur by abuse alone’.
Trauma can have various forms and mostly its effects are intangible and take forms in
terms of manifestations in their routine behaviour or way of life. But these signs should

! The National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) is an armed separatist outfit which seeks to obtain a
sovereign Borolandfor the Bodo people designated as a terrorist organization by the Government of India.

2 The United Liberation Army Front(ULFA) is a separatist outfit operating in Assam. The Government of
Inida banned this organisation in 1990 citing it as a terrorist organization.

3 The Central Reserve Police Force came into existence as Crown Representative's Police on 27th July 1939.
It became the Central Reserve Police Force on enactment of the CRPF Act on 28th December 1949.
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not be ignored as these can be symptoms of PTSD or Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
and need serious psychological help and rehabilitation.

The atrocities to which women, men, children are subjected during armed conflicts
have been a painful reality all throughout history and are a shame in the history of human
rights. It affects them differently and it also leads to escalate violence against women in
different forms at various levels. Most parts of the Northeast are declared as disturbed
areas by Government of India. The Centre has declared entire Assam as a “disturbed”
area under the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act: the AFSPA.* Protracted armed
conflict, ethnic conflicts, and mass killings of national and ethnic minorities have been
frequent leading to deaths of thousands of innocent people, internal displacement. In
this region, this environment has established a social scenario of chronic violent conflict.
The districts of Upper Assam and that of BTC have been targets or domains of non-
state activists for a very long period of time which has let to brutal interrogation by the
CRPF setting the stage for a series of traumatic incidents that leave their imprints on the
lives and minds of the suvivors.

Hypothesis

WinG (Women in Governance) Assam has been able to locate the symptoms
characteristic of PTSD among the inhabitants of the conflicted areas of Upper Assam
and Bodoland territorial district.

Research Question
Whether WinG has been successful in identifying the PTSD syndrome and also
providing support to the survivors?

Research Methodology

The research is based the 5C° analysis of WinG Assam and its working with
respect to PTSD. The methodology used here is personal interviews with the various
leading members of authority in the organization. The sources used are both primary
and secondary. Primary data includes the personal interviews undertaken involving face
to face and telephonic interviews. Secondary data includes various articles, websites
and organizational brochures.

* Govt declares Entire Assam as ‘Disturbed’ Area, The Times of India, 2017 May 05

5 5C or 5 capabilities analysis is a useful framework for situational analysis by scanning 5 key areas namely
capability to act and commit, capability to deliver on developmental objectives, capability to adapt and self
renew, capability to relate to external stakeholders, capability to achieve coherence
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Findings

Woman in Governance (WinG) is a network of grassroots women from
marginalized communities. WinG works towards women leadership, women peace and
security in conflict situation.

In the process of interviewing WinG Assam, the members revealed the following
incidents that showed symptoms of PTSD.

1. InNarayanguri Relief Camp, a woman who witnessed the bloodshed and killings
of her dear ones was found to be absolutely numb and deadpan to respond any
passerby.

2. Pregnant women and women with small babies of Adivasi and Bodo communities
have shown symptoms of PTSD due to the pain of losing family members,
property, home, crops, etc.

3. Inboth the areas under study, women were subjected to heinous crimes like
sexual violence which leads to social isolation which in turn caused PTSD,
depression and anxiety.

The study also revealed that as there is a huge gap that exists for the psychosocial
supports needed for a person who has gone through such trauma and carry the burden
of symptoms related to post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) for long, Women in
Governance (WinG)-Assam is aiming to create awareness on Post-Traumatic Stress
Disorder, wellbeing and self-care.

Summary

The Organization WinG Assam has been successful in locating the symptoms
characteristic of PTSD among the survivors in the conflicted areas of Assam and BTAD.
The Organization has a good channel of information dissemination and being a network
it is able to gather information from areas in and around Assam. The work of this
organization in apolitical and unbiased which is why it is able to take up various sensitive
issues without hurting anyone's beliefs or values. The project on PTSD has been a
pioneering work on mental awareness ever conducted by any organization of Assam.

Although stress and trauma in the minds of people are intangible, they can cause
serious mental illness and disorders. The proposal for establishment of psychosocial
centres by WinG as a part of their project will open up new avenues for the survivors
wherein they can come to terms with the on-going trauma.

Rehabilitation and counselling have a good scope of transforming the conflicting

A Peer Reviewed Multidisciplinary International Research Journal, Vol. VI, ISSN: 2319-2097 INTUIT

thoughts in the minds of the survivors. Combating of the trauma through the mediation of
an expert or PTSD specialists will have long term positive impacts. On a personal level,
the individual will develop a healthy mind and come to peace with himself/herself.

Another advantage would be that the risk of a prospective conflict will also be
nullified. A traumatised person having symptoms of PTSD can sometimes go as far as
numbing their own senses and shutting themselves off from the world and in adverse
circumstances may resort to crimes as a mode of escapism. Showing the correct track
to these survivors would be beneficial from a futuristic perspective as well. The work of
WinG with regard to PTSD is a prime mover of Conflict Transformation and Peace-
building in Assam.

Conclusion

The targeted zones where WinG Assam is working are seen to have deprived
the people of the fundamental right enshrined in Article 21 under Chapter III of the
Indian Constitution that is: Protection of Life and Personal Liberty.® In the conflicted
zones the state is seen to have compromised on this fundamental right of the citizens of
India in the name of law and order. In such a situation, it is practically impossible for a
citizen to file a grievance against the state to the state. The adjudication of law and
redressal of grievances are the major challenges in such conflicted zones of Assam.
Here, the roles of organizations like WinG Assam become significant in the redressal of
grievances. However, nongovernmental organization will always have various limitations.
There is no cross checking of whether the activities of NGOs are lawful or unlawful.
Secondly even if WinG Assam has successfully diagnosed PTSD in the survivors, the
organization is not in its capacity to curb future violence and prospective trauma. The
work of WinG Assam hence becomes that of 'Hand-Holding' without any long term
solution. Another limitation is that WinG Assam has no power to change the structural
violence in these areas. From the case studies, it is implicit that people's identities play a
major role in the militarised zones of Assam. Their association with a particular caste or
religion is a major determinant of the treatment that is meted out to them by the state.
NGOs have no authority or capability to change the identities of people or the structure
of the society which will take a lot many years to get transformed. ®®

¢ MaheshwariVidhan, Article 21 of the Indian Constitution- Exapanding Horizons, legal services india,
http://www.legalserviceindia.com/articles/art222 .htm
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